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~~~Ji:0\1714!lirtr.llbBE SAID; from 

...... -:~, ... n., ~h?~ ~JM~~-~-~9, F!,f,~ot~e,r~~:t.{iii'ib. -:' 
~'~lMamnm. rns·~. of 6;"4'P,PM~W'er;;rOtHid~;fu;droiD~:he"':!l<lid, ' 

, to 4. in galftqp an!i .. ~.~ .. in : speckled trouLand . 

·.~-)~~!e~ _;;·.~S~ . X;Y .. : :'~:::_ . ;:;'-~·:;(:~ .· ,:T·. ~{J-Ji (·.: 
Crabb said these figUres are a -compilation of all fish 

_S;llm~Hngs. from ·-~e ~bay ·up ~~~;J~"~· But_ h_e.: 
said"'later· laboratory, tests smce":thatztiiile have. pro-; 
duced sim.i.lai- high·levels of'lD.er'ciiiY •. t~.-~· ~· .,. '~~~ 

• / ·'"'"'.,··:·,.,.~: .. I ' ',•, ••' . · :.: :. '• , ,!":·~~·, ,:'l':·'~J.,. • ,2-- ' ~ ·- ; 
Mercury m:cra~ )las· ~n :~g- around - ~ !Jo:}. ; 

PPM!"~~~d. ~~~-~t(\~:·; ~,,'·.~~,~f':.:f~L ,.. .:.r;"~}<·: 
There,~ been ·little commercial fishing or crabbing: 

in Lavaca ·aay in recent .years,. state officials say ... ~- ·r·r..· 
. , -·-~.-'\< -~ , . • ..: u ·:;. ·J'- ' .i- ;J..:....:.-- 1 ~ - • ...,.. • -· •. -: ,.~ ........ 

But t..h.: . ba~•., .Illidway between Houston and Corpus 
Christi, ~-.been.Jraditionally popular with sport.fisher-. 

~~~~~-~~i~~ry -~~ge~·-·of ~e ~ealt~ . 
During a . worldwide· .mercUry!'~·· ,,...,.,1Q'i•n~·..t •• t .. ,:;..l 

water officials discOvered years-loilir:merc:urY.'polliition"
. of the bay by the .Aluminum Com~:or·.Alneriea plint.i: 
at Point Comfort·,',;. " · ·· : ·: · "'--.,;""!:,.,.:h·/~: ~- . ~·· ;;:;.:r' .._..,. 

• ,.. .. . -----'-"--·•·--··--··--·-· ·"----·-- ·-·-- _ _.' 
: ... ... · Alc~,quickly~~uced-itsm,erctl!Y'~~e to _ 
; · zero~~7_~:.::..~~;..~:~r~- . .J?:~iflG:f . '"'.;.···.;..?~-~~-~~~~~.~ ~-;~ · 

I ..... _,,. "- -~-~~"W"~i *-·~~:·~~~1'~•:: . 
. ? ... _THE STATt.,CLOSED U,400 acres ,of.th~· bay to. 
;~tering because ofniercury conta.m.ination, but the oys
·-~ters surp~:· everyo~e ~Y clean;s§~.~~~lv,es_~ft~e . 
. neavy metal tn·a years time:..r-·· :·· >~ ·ft'!a"-•1" !c~;·,,:;:!! ·.:--. .... · :· 

Bay •. oysters now .. show . no \'mercur.f· 'problem;,;Crabb . 
said. ;~~~·"'· · ~ .;:f!.~~~~._· -~~- · .. _ .. _. .. ~-:·:•tt,~ ·j~ ·p-·;··:: ~-~;:::·_:~-.... · 

-Old inercury·in-the bay-bottom sediments is believed , 
· · to be the source: of the present problem,: but. state offi· 
· c~als ,_are .. ~l.Q~~_x~r: .. ~~at -~g~~J~!-th~_:. m~rciJ!Y. • 
flareup, · ' 1~. f-· ~-T • • : • {~~o./("~·tt:1-'%•:VJ.i.Ll£'~ ~; 
. -Paul.Kutchinsk:i, .the. Corpus..Christi diStrict supervi-· 
sor .. for. the Texas. oePaftm.eoi'of Water Resources, said . 
a continuing surveillan~ baS shoWn _no excessive mer-· 
curY, discharges,:.ncently_ ·from ~ Alcoa :-or any other 
source. ;"' .. ,~<. ,· .. ·· ~· . ·: · · ,.: J(:t·· J -~- · ' r . 

· · " We have sampled everything in the food chain from . 
grass_' to Y¥i!>us •• ~v~-~ of. nek!~n....(~g : manne ·: 
organisms),". Kutdimsld said. -~'But : we.:,just ·· baven't.-.' 
bee~' able J?,~ pu~~ ~ger .• oo,. ~e !~n_!?:r?,>,tn.t fo_r :,~ ': 
mercury . . r.t,.t.; :~~-i ->-T~--ct~·); ••. n-~.,.~!-?1 
. " If'· we' cOO!a~ ·-welcoilld probablyo:figure out: what's . 
happe121ng·'~•'q'-...,. ,. t:,._ •.• ' - · "~';1- ·.JV "'~ • 0 · ·· 

~:x : •·· .:. ;. ·~• :~ ~~·'J ·i:.. ~~-.A~ ·,l:'"'r)1t3 <.. ' (~ ·. · - . 


